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20™ century

Much of this is taken from Syd Bailey’s talk ‘Cheres and Corsets’

At the turn of the century Talke community had ayactive
social life. People met and had fun during the Mastivities,
watching the Morris Dancers and crowning the cainueens.
There were tennis parties in the ‘roaring’ 1920%] & the 1930s
communal trips and parties were organised for thiédren and
senior citizens. The libraries have pictures ofddlithese events,
including one of the Talke and Butt Lane outingsaoattee from
1945. However, the most lavish parties were heldiey Hall,
both for the village at large, such as parties &dlcame the new
Mrs Cauldwell and Sunday school outings, and smdlenily
gatherings including visits from family friend tlsaint and James
Bond’s Roger Moore.

There are a lot of interesting snippets from t
time. Records show that between 1911 and 1924 T
had its own cookery centre, and that sports wele die
Cuckoo’s corner. Does anyone know where or whasetl
were? Sport was also a big weekend activity, widd F
Street football PSA winning the Sunday school leaq
cup in 1913-14.

For a long time The Working Men'’s club or Talk.
Social Club was the centre of village entertainmtriegan its life in the 1800s in
Hollins, moved to Roebuck House at the junctiowieein the Coppice and Coalpit
Hill, and reached its final location next to Hilbpp School in the 1970s. It provided
such entertainment as bingo, line and ballroom idgnecomedy and live music
during its history. Its demolition through lack sfipport was a sad loss to the
community.

Talke also has a long musical tradition.
B Butt Lane and Talke had its own Jazz Band,
which may have played at the teenage discos
at Talke Mission, which used to be a
religious school. Was this Jack Lovatt's
band, which had ‘a double bass and Frank
Rigby on the piano’- do you remember it?
Talke also had many choirs. Near the
end of Victoria’s reign a choir was started by
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James Weewall, a Methodist from Red Street who
was unable to return to work after a mining acciden
The choir became so large and successful it graw in
the North Staffordshire Choral Society in 1901 and
won regional contests in Wales in 1901, 1902,
scoring a record 97 out of 100 points on their sdco
outing.

The choir had since allowed women in, but
they were banned from wearing the time's
fashionable corsets as it restricted their bregthin
seems like they didn’'t enter in 1903, because the
choir, at their own expense, travelled down to Lamdb join the massed choir at
the Victoria Hall, singing to Sir Edward Elgar'seéim of Gerontius, to raise money
for Westminster cathedral.

This was not the choir's only trip down south, &®rawinning in Rhyl in
1904 and Caernarfon in 1906, they were invited9Q9ldown to Windsor Castle
for a royal command performance, where all the iskens were thanked with a box
of chocolates. It was soon after that John Weeveal, dut his choir survived to the
1950s, but already in 1910 when the six towns efbtteries had been federated
there were more than 30 choirs in the area, andwha not counting those that
existed solely in churches and chapels. Thesexpaivided entertainment in pubs
and music halls alike, and were a special comfating the many mining
depressions that put men out of work and gave thdoctus away from just the
daily grind of trying to find non-existent jobs.

Equally famous was Talke’s male voic
choir, which was formed by conductor Fre
Bossons out of the various quartets alre:
existing at the start of the First World War. et
1930s they stormed the national stage, winn
festivals in Blackpool, and they were Nation
Eistedfodd winners in 1933. Back home th
often gave joint concerts with local brass ban
such as the Red Street Brass band and
Kidsgrove Excellsia. Talke library also he
photos of a prize-winning juvenile choir in 19C.
and of Talke ladies choir in 1946.

By the 1930s it was only a short walk from Talkethie cinema, called the
Grand Theatre in Butt Lane, which has since hadynnemcarnations as a factory
shop and is now an Indian restaurant.
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for New

Although these societies have now been lost, pleftpther recreational
facilities have been built to replace them. Talkierary was opened in 1962, and
the 2f' century has seen it introducing computers, vided®mtocopying and
internet access. It still holds plenty of familyeeings, talks anc
children’s craft activities. Talke also had two ymeounds built,
the one behind Spring Head, which has since bemowed, but
the one in Chester Road being recently refurbishatd new
swings. Lets hope they last.

The old co-op was turned into the meeting placeBoft
Lane White Stars, our local football team, who woftday on the
field behind the Chester Road playground. A muaygéi co-op
was built as part of Normid, which has now beerasgd by the
Freeport shopping mall. Another change aroundas tie old clinic at the top of
Coalpit hill behind the cross has been turned afarivate house. The clinic and
doctor’s surgery can now be found in high streetr lee village hall.

World Wars

Talke survived two world wars as its rural settgayed it from the worst of
the bombing, although many air raid shelters werié.ld~or example, the hump at
the corner of St. Saviours’ school playground ugelde an air raid shelter, where
children practiced going down and holding a pebetween their teeth to stop
them biting their tongues in the event of an explesChesterton was not so lucky,
and many people had to be rescued from collapsidirgs, and one girl who had
just been evacuated from London sadly died in thentbbng. However pictures
show that people always made the best of thesatisiis. The Salvation Army
helped to run a field kitchen for those left withdood, particularly needed as
people could not move back into their houses adtlieing materials needed to
repair them were also rationed.

There was plenty to do back on the home front. kenold or young to join
the fighting, or who were in special ‘reserve’ opations like working in the
railways or mining, could join the observer conp$o would sit on Mow Cop and
watch and listen for aeroplanes to warn neighbgueities of their approach. They
could also join the home guard, Kidsgrove civil elefe or the UDC-Air Raid
Precaution brigade, whose main job was fightingsfito protect people and
buildings in case of a bombing raid. After workingrd in the factories or growing
crops on previously unused land, women could joive8lale first aid, Kidsgrove
St. John’s ambulance or the women’s working pagtyisg classA lot different
from today’s trendily named stitch and bitch groups knit and knatter if you
prefer it) they would undo old woollen clothing aremake them into socks and
jerseys for the troops or evacuated children, bod cut up old sheets to make
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bandages and turn the tiniest material scrapsagaougs. The war could teach us a
lot about recycling. Pig clubs were organised tlleco waste food for village pigs
in exchange for bacon- perhaps there was one ikeTand iron railings were
taken down from parks to be smelted into weapoasgagps this is where the rails
from Jasmine Lodge went.

Life was hard during rationing and make-do-and-mewiten offal replaced
meat on everyday menus, with such delicacieBigis trotters in jelly, stuffed pigs
ears and calf's feeShops even ran out of paper bags to and they pfieempty
food packaging in the window to make it look likeey had more to sell. However
eating less fat and meat and more vegetables, alotiigthe hard exercise of
growing their own vegetables in the garden or ¢kertop of the Anderson shelters
may have actually made people healthier.

Sadly many of Talke’s young men died in the treschad battles of the
world wars, their names are recorded in the boalent® return and it is available
in Talke Library.

There are plenty of touching stories from this @eriOne is from a pacifist
who opposed the war so received no rations. Theway he could keep his house
warm in winter was to try and surface mine the anahis garden. One night he
went too far and dug into next doors garden, amdf#mily woke to find that
overnight their tree had fallen down a giant haléhie ground.

Do you have any more reminiscences- we’d love & beem.

1° Staffordshire Battery, Butt Lane 1908
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Local childrenin 1942- this picture was taken by a soldier to remind hfrhame
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Industry

Much of this taken from Phillip Leese’s ‘Butt Lar® Very Local History’

The 20" Century is in many ways a sad one 1
Talke as it has seen the closure of its coalmir
bringing unemployment to most of the inhabitan
This was not just because of the increasing cos
machinery and health and safety measures but bec
a lot of the easier shallower coal had been exkdu
and it became too expensive to dig for deeper c
The unemployment problem was particularly
desperate in 1945 with thousands of troops abolietodlemobilised and needing
new jobs. Between 1946 and 1951 the Council invéieeeral companies to view
what would become one of the first specifically Ibundustrial estates in the
country at Linley. These early companies includekihs-Fidgeon, manufacturing
Steel equipment, G H Heath and Co. producing ngiott Thomas Bros making
Aluminium goods.

Such was the success of the Nelson Industrial egsparticularly after the
English Electric Company opened in 1954 with 200kecs that new houses had to
be built for workers at Kingsway Estate in CloughllFand the road even had its
own bank.

An undated news cutting explains how this happened...

“It was early morning in Kidsgrove shortly afteraghwvar. The motorist pulled
up on seeing a large queue of men at a bus stoasked where they were going.

“Sandbach and Crewe,” they replied. He immediatelyught, “If that kind of
labour is available in Kidsgrove, then the bestggldo use it is in Kidsgrove and in
an English Electric factory.” The motorist was MRISully, later to be chairman
of GEC Power Engineering Ltd, who went on to redbit “he may not have
pursued the matter further the following day buttfe fact that the man he was to

see was taken ill and he had the morning to spare.”

Not only was labour plentiful, it was also cheaff@n in most areas and the
estate had its historic transport links to falllbaa. Later a factory opened making
radar and early computers, that was so secret that
its list of workers was not available, which was
then bought out by General Electric Company in
1968. This has undergone many incarnations as
International Computers Limited, Design 2
Distribution, Fujitsu and Celestica, until the site
closed in December 2004. This site has also been
home to Alstom and Marconi Space and Defence
System amongst others.
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Although Talke’s industry is in decline, it seemsbie reassuming its role as a
transport centre. The Nelson industrial estat® being turned into a distribution
depot to add to the ones behind the enlarged cd4ogxe used to be an all night
café for lorry drivers, first one in the 1930s ownrgy the Wainwright family and
near to their pub the Cauldwell Tavern, and latex next to the lodges on the A34
where Harecastle Court has since been built. Novihawe the Little Chef and the
Travelodge. Thanks to faster trains, Talke is nowoanmutable distance to
Manchester, and many former Mancunians are movuigamseek a more restful
life in a more rural village.

bl

Almost could have been

In 1976 the green belt land off High Street andcinbStreet was almost sold to bu
50 houses, arguing that the new roads made the Uaabkss for green belt and
couldn’t be used for farming

Talke almost became its own town and Urban distmet would have been independ:
from Kidsgrove

A cemetery was suggested for the field at the dr@&t.dViartins Road

Village protests stopped a sewage works being auhtollins farm

Talke library was almost closed down

The Crown pub and surrounding land in Red Strestalmost replaced by an estate ¢
1,400 houses in 1977, which would have increasegadpulation to 4,100

It was proposed that Red Street Monument couldsked as a radio transmitter
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Talke Festival Queen September 15 19
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May Day Processions in Talke (date uncertain)




